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HIS HOLINESS, BENEDICT XVI, SUPREME PONTIFF



His Eminence, Edward Cardinal Egan, Archbishop of New York on the day of his visit to St. Peter's
with First Communicants Karina Pacheco and Envique Lavariega
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The Archbishop and Father Oliver




Dear Members & Friends of Saint Peter’s Parish,

Anniversaries are usually occasions for reminiscing, for looking back over the pre-
ceding years, raking up memories and telling stories. One aspect of this impulse is
to feast on recalls of “the good old days”, those rosy-tinted recollections of which
we humans are so fond. Another dimension, however, is the desire to “pass it on”
to the younger set, to bring them into the campfire circle of our reflective joys and
sorrows. Well and good.

Eight or so years ago, when the second Christian millennium turned into the third,
the then Holy Father, John Paul I, the Great, asked us, after reviewing our col-
lective past, to look to the future. He himself, after accumulating a long, varied
and significant past, then entered into the eternal future, and a new pope assumed
the papal office. Not long after his ascension to the throne of Peter, Benedict XVI
wrote an encyclical called Spes salvi, about hope, about the gift of the future that
God offers to His people. This future comes out of eternity, not as from a “time
ahead”, but from the divine, eternal, “other” dimension itself. It transforms us as
we enter it, who form the mystical Body, the Bride of Christ. And we, transformed
in Christ, become the ministers of transformation from death to life in all the en-
vironments which form the scenes of our common life in Christ. It is in the light
of that doctrine of hope that both our chronological past and our future need to be
considered.

“Our” past and “our” future: To use the plural pronoun is to suggest something
shared. You and | have been together in the living entity called Saint Peter’s Parish
for almost six years. As in all of life, these years have marked changes. Whatever
these have been, they mark the way we have walked together for a while into the
future, the eternity of God. We are travelers in hope — hope of the Kingdom of
God, of Divine Mercy, of forgiveness, of daily bread, of deliverance from evil, and of
life everlasting. QOur hope for these things is sealed in the Mass and sacraments we
share, in the penances we undertake together, in the care of the beautiful temple we
have raised up to God, and in the pooling and distribution of our resources for each
other in our parochial fellowship.

There is a future of Saint Peter’s Parish; it is coming towards us rapidly, richly and
rewardingly. I am personally glad to share it with you. I pray that it may be a source
of joy, inspiration and consolation for you to share it with me in Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Faithtfully, pastorally, yours,

Father Marc Oliver



DOMINICA X PER ANNUM

SAINT PETER'S PARISH SESQUICENTENNIAL VISITATION OF
His EMINENCE, EDWARD CARDINAL EGAN,
ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK
8 JuNE 2008

HOLY MASS

J.S. BACH, DER TAG DER IS SO FREUDENREICH
G. PUGNANI, LARGO ESPRESSIVO )
J.S. BACH, LARGO
ENTRANCE HYMN (OVER)
AUSTRIA
INTROIT: DOMINUS ILLUMINATIO MEA (SEE INSERT.)
KYRIE & GLORIA (PLAINSONG: SEE SLIPS IN PEWS.)
FIRST READING (ENGLISH)
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (SPANISH)
SECOND READING (SPANISH)
ALLELUIA & VERSE (SPANISH)
HoOLY GOSPEL (ENGLISH)

INTERCESSIONS (SPANISH)

OFFERTORY
J.S. BACH, WIR EILEN MIT SCHWACHEN, FROM CANTATA #78
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS (PLAINSONG)
AGNUS DEI (PLAINSONG)
COMMUNION: DOMINUS FIRMAMENTUM MEUM
A. VIVALDI: LAUDAMUS TE, FROM VIVALDI'S GLORIA

HE LLEGADO A ESTE LUGAR
HE LLEGADO A ESTE LUGAR
CON EL PROPOSITO DE ESTAR JUNTO ATI. (2)

FPORQUE SOY UNA OVEJA, OVEJA DE TU PRADO

NECESITADO DE TU AMOR

TOMAME EN Tl.‘lﬂ BRAZOS SANA MIS HERIDAS

PORQUE SOLO TU ME SABES CONSOLAR.
URBS BEATA JERUSALEM

DiSMISSAL: NUN DANKET (568 IN THE HYMNAL)



WORDS FOR HIS EMINENCE, THE . ARCHBISHOP
8 C]UNE 2008

Your Eminence, we thank you for coming among us in recognition of our Parish’s
150 years of work, worship and fellowship in the Rondout district of Kingston. We
thank you for the pastoral solicitude, which honors us today as an integral unit of
the venerable Archdiocese of New York. Your benediction brings blessings upon
our very interesting history, our present righteous endeavors and our cherished fu-
ture hopes. May our presence with you today at the altar of sacrifice bring joy to
you, as you have heard our voices lifted in the praise of God as you have looked into
the faces of our beloved children and noted as well the faces of those long in ser-
vice to God and neighbor. May you return to the splendor of the episcopal throne
in our majestic Cathedral full of confidence and hope for your people having been
refreshed by their zeal, piety, goodness and generosity.

Your Eminence, while the Archdiocese of New York celebrated the golden jubilee
of its erection, and while Our Lady was appearing to Saint Bernadette at Lourdes,
the German faithful of Saint Mary’s Parish in this Rondout area were finding their
way to a new Carholic foundation. For many years thereafter, the German-speaking
Catholic community of Kingston found its spiritual hearth in this church. As the
last century wore on, a fact of life in our land, the Germanic character of Saint Pe-
ter’s Parish thinned, combined and shifted, until the national character of the par-
ish actually became a legal fiction. It is that fact, however, which has now made it
an almost natural development for Saint Peter’s Church to receive a new immigrant
population, speaking a language unfamiliar to both the founders of this parish and
their children.

Under your direction, and with your blessing, Saint Peter’s has now become a spiri-
tual home in this area for Spanish-speaking Catholics and their friends from lands
far away from the Rondout. We hope to be worthy of this responsibility, and we
rejoice to acknowledge with appreciation your own pastoral interest in this timely
apostolate as a key part of the vocation of our remote parish.

We welcome your further remarks, instruction and guidance and look forward mo-
mentarily to entertaining you in our own Belvedere Gardens at the reception im-
mediately following this Mass.

Father Oliver



SAINT CPETER'S ( HURCH
(History (CONTINUOUSLY) IN THE MAKING

The story of the founding of St. Peter’s Parish and its growth is, indeed, the story of America. Here the

immigrant from Furope found the work, which furnished him with the necessary food and provisions, and, in
many cases, became the ultimate cause of a later prosperity. In the Rondout, these immigrants were largely Irish
and German. Both the settlers from the German districts and the Irish counties were, in general, poor in terms
of the goods of this world, but brought with them a wealth of far grearer worth, a love of God and solid Christian
values.
Over the past 150 years and from its beginning, St. Peter’s Parish has been ministering to the spiritual needs of
the community it serves. In 1838, St. Peter’s in the Rondout was specifically addressing the needs of German
immigrants. In time, like the country itself, St. Peter’s grew and changed reflecting the community within which
it sits. Today, the parish carries on that immigrant tradition ministering to the Hispanic community and all
those descendants of the original German population, as well as the divergent mix of people who all came from
somewhere else and have come to settle in the Rondour and Kingston area.

The establishment of St. Peter’s parish can be directly attributed to the building of the Delaware and
Hudson Canal and the New York and Erie Railroad. The first Catholic communities consisted of German and
[rish immigrants who constructed the canal, worked on building the railroad and lived in Rondout.

In the early 1850s, there was only one Catholic Parish in Rondout. St. Mary's church was ministering to
both the Irish and the German immigrants. The priests at St. Mary's were very gracious to the German people.
However, there was one problem. The German parishioners were prone to leave Mass and walk outside during
the homily because they could not understand the English language and would wait until the Credo. This caused
a confrontation one time during Mass when the priest came outside to try and get them back inside. The Ger-
mans thought rthis was certainly premature since the homily was not over yet! After the dust sertled, the need
for a German parish of their own became clear. As we will see, waiting for the dust to settle is something the
parishioners of St. Peter's will experience more than once.

The Rev. John Raffeiner, born in Tyrol, Germany, was a “missionary” priest. Fr. Raffeiner, a hard-working
priest, recognized the need of his countrymen in America and preached from New York City to Buffalo. Fr.
Raffeiner made periodic visits to Kingston from 1850-1856 and connected with the German people that were
then attending St. Mary’s Church. St. Peter's had not yet been organized and built, and the infamous “homily
encounter” with the German attendees at Mass had yert to take place on the steps of St. Mary’s Church.
However, once the German Cathalic population of the Rondout knew that German-speaking pastoral care was
necessary, they did not waste any time. A committee of German Catholics met with Vicar-General Raffeiner on
27 December 1856 and secured the land for their own church. The piece of land was purchased from George E
Von Beck for $800.00. The property was located on the corner of Adams and Pierpont Streets with magnificent
views of the Hudson River.

The German Catholics had a very ambitious undertaking with the building of a new church. While the
women were involved with financing the project, the men dug the foundation and brought materials to the site.
In April 1857, the foundation walls were started. In October 1857, the walls were completed and the dimensions
were 40 x 60 x 40 in a semi-Gothic style.

In the fall of 1858, services were held in the basement. At this point, the spiritual life as a parish began.
The archbishop sent the Rev. A. Hechinger to be the first pastor of the new church. Fr. Hechinger had a short



stay at the new German parish., In June 1859, he was transferred to anothet parish. The second Pastor was the
Rev. Oswald Moosmuller, a Benedictine monk. Father Oswald belonged to St. Vincent’s Abbey in Pennsylvania.
He was a tireless worker and he had also established St. Joseph's Parish in Covington, Kentucky. He was pastor
of the Rondout parish for a year, and in that time, a real love of God had been fomented in the parishioners.
Additionally, during Father Moosmuller’s renure, the church had their first mission conducted by Jesuit priest the
Rev. I Wenninger.

The original St. Peter’s
Church on the site of what
is now St. Peter'’s School
at the corner of Pierpont
and Adams. This was
eventually torn doun to be
replaced with the current
school building

On April 15, 1860, the Archbishop, the Most Reverend John Hughes came up from New York and conse-
crated the new church, and it was named St. Peter’s. The Archbishop then went to St. Mary’s Church where 850
people, including 133 Germans, were confirmed. At the time, St. Peter's choir, in the great German tradition,
was the best in the city and they also sang at St. Mary's Church.

During this period, St. Peter’s consisted of approximately 60 families with all of them coming from Ger-
many. Most of them were of very modest means being farmers or laboring on the D&H Canal. Jacob Der-
renbacher, a godly gentleman, founded the first board of directors. The Board of Directoars, predecessor of the
modern Parish Council, consisted of Micheal Flick, Michael Gerson, Wilhelm Rieser, Johann Geissler, Wilhelm
Bertsche, Balthasar Schwalbach, Anton Koons and Johann Motry.

In 1861, Fr. Johannes Raufeisen was appointed pastor of St. Peter's Parish. The parish made great progress
under his leadership and a larger school was deemed necessary. In January 1870, a 37x120 feet piece of property
was purchased behind the church. This proved to be inadequate and in July 1870, the parish acquired the prop-
erty of District School No. 7 for the price of $6,000.00. The piece of land was situated on the corner of Wurts
and Pierpont Streets and had an area of 50x125 feer.

In the summer of 1871, construction started on the new church. The architect, Heinrich Engelberr, de-
vised a plan for the new church to be constructed in the Romanesque style. The cornerstone of the new church
was laid on 17 September 1871. The Archbishop, the Most Reverend John McCloskey officiated at the cer-
emony assisted by Fathers Raufeisen, Coyle and MacKin. The first organ was bought from St. Nikolaus Church



in New York.

On 28 April 1872, the new bell weighing 2,000 pounds was consecrated. The hlessing was performed
by Fr. Raufeisen, Fr. Coyle (St. Mary's), Fr. Dougherty (5t. Joseph's) and several priests from New York. On 20
May 1872, the Archbishop consecrated the new church with a sermon preached by the Rev. Francis Wayrich,
C.5s.R.

The dust would soon be raised once more at St. Peter’s with the arrival of the Reverend Franz Siegelack in
July 1877. Fr. Siegelack was born in Dusseldorf, Germany and was a former Naval Petty Officer. He was known
for his singing and composed several Masses. [t was during Fr. Siegelack’s tenure that the Sisters of Charity took
over the educational responsibilities of the school. In 1880, Fr. Siegelack proceeded with painting the church.

A major celebration took place on 1 November 1885, With the celebration came the ringing of the bells.
At some point, the bells could not take it anymore and they cracked. In response, two additional bells were
purchased. The bells weighed 1,600 and 1,100 pounds respectively. The bells were blessed by the Archbishop,
the Most Reverend Corrigan and Frs. Dougherty, Fitzharris, McDonnel, Duffy and Hoey respectively.

fA
I
DA% A Fr. Siegelack was also known, apparently, for his somewhat military demeanor, which
= 4 b would soon come into play with the congregarion. Nort all were in favor of his way of
— ¥ running the parish, and, during his tenure, one of the more infamous confrontations

took place in the Rondout. Some interesting descriptions of this event follow:
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Eventually, life on the Rondout quieted down again. The guns and slingshots were put away for the time
being and the rhythm of daily parish life returned to St. Peter’s. Fr. Matthias Kuhnen now came to St. Peter’s in
1887 replacing Fr. Siegelack and repairing the divisiveness that had occurred during his pastorate. The members
of the parish and the residents of Kingston, | am sure, were ready for peaceful times.

Fr. Kuhnen was from the Mosel region in Germany. His first important mission at St. Peter’s was to summon
the Sisters of Christian Charity. They were replacing the Sisters of St. Vincent who were leaving at this time.
During Fr. Kuhnen's years of service he provided a heating system for the church, decorated the church and was
responsible for the building of a passage from the rectory to the church with additional rooms. In 1897, the
church purchased a convent for the Sisters in the amount of $7,000. The cemetery was enlarged and beautified
at this time as well. Through generous contributions of the Balthasar Schwalbach and Peter Barmann families
along with Mrs. Barbara Feigert, the church acquired its first stained glass windows. These works of art came from
such diverse places as Munich, the Austrian state of Tyrol and even New York. Other additions at this time that
added to the beautification of St. Peter's included new Stations of the Cross, candle extinguishers and a sanctuary
lamp. Sadly, Fr. Kuhnen turned in his resignation to the then Archbishop, the Most Reverend John Farley in
February of 1907. The parish was greatly concerned about Father’s health problems. Howevet, his resignation
was accepted, but was not official until a successor was appointed on 6 May 1907.
The successor to Fr. Kuhnen would turn out to be a priest that would continue to rise in the ecclesiasti-
cal ranks after his time at St. Peter’s. This priest was the Most Reverend Dr. Joseph E Rummel who would later
go on to become the Archbishop of New Orleans. Fr. Rummel would continue the renovations to the church



his predecessors had started. The outer brickwork and woodwork was painted, a new gilded copper cross was

erected and eight new windows purchased. Interiorly, the church was decorated with oil paintings (the painting

The opinion is that this is a picture of children in the parish garden behind the
chierch, perhaps a catechismal class picture, 4 Seprember 1908, Recognize any
ancestors?

on the ceiling in the middle aisle is that of
“The entrance of St. Peter into Heaven"),
electric lighting regulated, and the organ
repaired. At this point in time, St. Pe-
ter's Church underwent a renaissance and
was one of the most beautiful churches in
Kingston due to the hard work and gen-
erosity of its parishioners. That spirit and
those acts of selfless service are very much
alive and well at St. Peter’s Church again
today, in the early 21st century, as once
again it goes through another renaissance
in its lifetime.

During the early 1900s there were
approximately 300 families at St. Peter’s.
German was still the language of the par-
ish, but the sermon was occasionally given
in English for the benefit of the younger

generation.

The intevior of 5t. Peter's Church June 2008
Renaovation and restorarion (s ongoing.




The beautifully carved altar of the early to mid 1900s,
By the way, thar is Vincent Winter and Mabel Hoehle
being married by Fr. Geis, 10 June 1950,

THE CHURCH

St. Peter’s Church is 114 feet
long and 54 feet wide. The height
is 45 feet and with the steeple and
cross reached an imposing height
of 80 feet. At some point, the
steeple was struck by lightning,
and it was advised that it be taken
down. However, the base support
of it was undamaged and remains
standing today. The walls are made
of brick and stone. The church is
built in the Romanesque style, but
also has characteristics of the early
Gothic period. The interior of the
church is divided into a main aisle
and two side aisles the spread into
semi-arches, supported by fourteen
columns. The altar at that time,
designed by Father Moosmuller,
was a wood carving in imitation of
the altar in the Benedictine Con-
vent at Latrobe, Pennsylvania. A
beautiful group of statues surround-
ing the crucified Christ were from

Munich, Germany.

The picture above shows the interior of the church in 1929. In the vault above the altar, is a

painting (just recently restored), which represents the Holy Trinity. On either side of the picture

are Saints Peter and Paul. There are statues of the Sacred Heart and St. Peter on pedestals. Stat-

ues of the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph are above the side altars. The paintings and windows

portray the life of Christ. In the rear of the church, are small shrines dedicated to the Infant of

Prague, St. Anthony and Our Lady of Sorrows. On the opposite side of the church facing the Sor-

rowful Mother is the Baptismal Font with the window of the Prodigal Son above it.



THESCcHOOL

Before the school was built, the children of the parish were raught in the home of the
teacher (I guess we have come full circle of sorts again with the advent of home -schooling). As
time passed, in 1860, after the church had been constructed, the basement of the church served as
the school. When the new church was built in 1870, the old church was converted into a school.
In the beginning, the school was directed by lay people and Fr. Hechinger was the first teacher.
In 1877, the Sister of Charity of Mt. St. Vincent took over the school. The Sisters of Charity left
in 1885 and were replaced by the Sisters of Christian Charity. These sisters are to be recognized
as the order that brought success to the running of St. Peter’s school and the education of its stu-

dents.

The “Wew" School

St. Peter’s School would go on and thrive for another 82 more years. In the post Vatican 11 period
of the late 60s into the 70s, much confusion reigned throughout the Church in North America
and St, Peter’s, like many other parishes, was faced with declining enrollment. Technically speak-
ing, the school has never officially closed, but in 1970, St. Peter’s School was combined with
St. Mary’s to form the Kingston Catholic School. Some grades continued at St. Peter’s School
and others were moved to Kingston Catholic. The Sisters of Christian Charity remained on for
awhile to teach at the expanded Kingston Catholic School at St. Mary's as well, but they too

eventually left.



THE { EMETERY

In 1860, Fr. Moosmuller purchased land at the Wiltwyck Graveyard that was to become St. Peter's Ceme-
tery. With the growth of the parish, the cemetery also needed to expand. During Fr. Kuhnen's tenure, additional
property was purchased for the cemetery. The dimensions of the cemetery now stood at 600x400 feer.

The Rice Family orypt in St. Peter’s cemetery,

You might remember Jacob Rice from the Siegelack brouhaha earlier in the booklet.

THE SOCIETIES

There were a number of societies formed at St. Peter's, meeting social and spiritual needs. St. Peter’s Sick
and Aid Society was formed in March 1869 and its purpose was the support of its members during sickness and
also supporting widows and orphans.

The Knights of St. John was established in 1897 and was formed to encourage people in faith and love for
the church.

St. Peter’s Young Men’s society was organized in 1907 and its purpose was to bring the young men of the
parish together socially and spiritually.

The St. Aloysius Boy's Society was formed for boys under age 17. It was organized in November 1907 for
spiritual growth.

The Orphan’s Society was incorporated into the state on 29 April 1863 and was dissolved in 1892.

The Debt Liquidation Society was formed by Fr. Heinrich Nieuwenhuis in 1888. Members made a con-
tribution of 25¢ per month. Its function was to simply pay off church debts.

The Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was founded under Fr. Siegelack and was admitred into the
League of the Sacred Hearr.

The St. Anna Women's Society was founded by Fr. Moosmuller and its purpose was to care for the altar
and rectory and for the spiritual well-being of the women.

The Young Ladies’ Society was formed under Fr. Moosmuller to meet the spiritual needs of women in the
parish. This society was also responsible for the care of the church and rectory.






























